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The Ultimate URL Optimization Audit
Cheat Sheet

SEO Hack: Clean Up Hidden URL Errors with Google Sheets for Better Rankings!

A Simple, Step-by-Step Guide for SEO Pros, Webmasters, and Site Owners
What You'll Learn:

How to spot and fix URL and file name issues that hurt SEO
Powerful Google Sheets formulas for Conditional Formatting
Ensure your URLs are clean, descriptive, and SEO-friendly
Make your audits faster, easier, and more effective

Why URL Optimization Matters

Your website’s URLs play a critical role in SEO, user experience, and crawl efficiency. Poorly structured URLs can:
Confuse search engines
Lower your rankings
Waste crawl budget
Turn users away with ugly, unreadable links

With this guide, you’ll audit URLs and file names like a pro—and uncover hidden issues that might be hurting
your SEO performance!

How to Use Google Sheets Conditional Formatting for URL Audits

Step 1: Set Up Your Audit Sheet

List all your URLs or file names in Column A
Apply Conditional Formatting rules to automatically flag potential problems

Key Issues to Check (With Exact Formulas!)

Here’s a quick breakdown of common URL problems and the formulas to identify them:

Paste your URLs into a Google Sheets column.
Then, go to Format > Conditional Formatting to highlight issues automatically using these formulas!



Issue

Uppercase Letters

Underscores () Instead of
Hyphens (-)

Generic or Non-Descriptive
Words

Filenames That Are Too Short

Spaces in Filenames

Random Hash URLs/Filenames

URL Contains Query Parameters
(e.g.,?)

No Valid File Extension

Formula (Google Sheets)

=REGEXMATCH(A2, "[A-Z]")

=REGEXMATCH(A2, "_")

'=REGEXMATCH(LOWER(A2),
"image

=LEN(LEFT(A2, FIND("", A2)-1)) <
10

=REGEXMATCH(A2, " ")

=REGEXMATCH(A2, "*[a-f0-9]

{10,}$")

=REGEXMATCH(A2, "\?")

“=NOT(REGEXMATCH(LOWER(A2
), ".(html

What It Flags

File names with capital letters
(use lowercase for SEO
consistency)

Flags underscores (use hyphens
for better readability and SEO)

photo

Flags file names less than 10
characters (often not

descriptive)

Flags spaces (should use
hyphens instead for URLSs)

Flags meaningless alphanumeric
hashes that aren’t SEO-friendly

Flags URLs with query
parameters (not clean or SEO-
friendly)

php



Combined Formula for Quick Wins!

Want to flag multiple issues at once and highlight problem URLs in bulk?
Use this powerful combined formula in Google Sheets Conditional Formatting:

=OR(
REGEXMATCH(A2, "[A-Z]"),
REGEXMATCH(A2,"_"),
REGEXMATCH(A2, "\?"),
REGEXMATCH(A2, "“[a-f0-91{10,}$"),

NOT(REGEXMATCH(LOWER(A2), "\.(htmlIphpljpgljpeglpnglwebplgif)$"))

This highlights any URL that has one or more SEO issues!

Summary Table of Rules & Fixes

Issue Rule Fix

Uppercase letters [A-Z] Convert everything to lowercase
Underscores _ Replace with hyphens

Generic words page, file, photo, etc. Use descriptive keywords

relevant to content

Short filenames <10 characters Make them more descriptive

113 »

Spaces in filenames Replace spaces with hyphens

Random hash filenames “[a-f0-91{10,}$ Rename with descriptive words

Query parameters \? Clean up URLs; avoid query
strings

Missing file extension No .html, .jpg, .png, etc.. Ensure URLs and files have valid

extensions



Examples for Each Issue

Issue

Uppercase Letters

Underscores (_) Instead of Hyphens (-)
Generic or Non-Descriptive Words
Filenames That Are Too Short

Spaces in Filenames

Random Hash URLs/Filenames

URL Contains Query Parameters (e.g., ?)

No Valid File Extension

BONUS: Pro Tips for URL Optimization

Use lowercase letters consistently

Keep URLs short but descriptive

Include primary keywords naturally

Avoid special characters (&, %, $, etc.)

Create a logical folder structure

Implement 301 redirects for old/changed URLs
Submit an XML sitemap for better indexing

Example URL

www.example.com/Images/ProductPhoto.JPG

www.example.com/product_images/shoe_image.jpg

www.example.com/files/imagel23.jpg

www.example.com/x.jpg

www.example.com/folder/my product photo.jpg

www.example.com/assets/abc87f3e90.png

www.example.com/products?id=12345

www.example.com/file/landingpage



